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NHS Kernow CCG 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Members of the Audit Committee 

 
Update on previous Value for Money reporting to the Audit Committee 
 
Under the 2020 Code of Audit Practice, we are required to issue our Auditor’s Annual Report for local 
NHS bodies at the same time as our opinion on the financial statements. As a result of the ongoing 
pandemic, and the impact it has had on both preparers and auditors of accounts to complete their work 
as quickly as would normally be expected, the National Audit Office updated its guidance to auditors to 
allow us to postpone completion of our work on arrangements to secure value for money and focus our 
resources firstly on the delivery of our opinions on the financial statements. This was intended to help 
ensure as many opinions as possible could be issued in line with national timetables and legislation. We 
are pleased to report that we issued our opinion on the financial statements on 14 June 2021which was 
in line with the timetable set out by NHS England / NHS Improvement.  
 
In our Audit Findings Report, which we issued to the Audit Committee on 7 June 201, we reported the 
interim results of our value for money work. We have now completed our work on your value for money 
arrangements and issued our Auditor’s Annual Report on 16 September 2021, which is in line with the 
deadline we previously communicated to you. A summary of our findings is set out below. 
 
The results of our value for money work  
 
We have completed our value for money work and our detailed commentary is set out in the separate 
Auditor’s Annual Report, which is presented alongside this letter. 
 
As part of our work, we considered whether there were any risks of significant weakness in the Clinical 
commissioning Group’s arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of 
resources. The risks we identified are detailed on page 25 of our Auditor’s Annual Report, along with the 
further procedures we performed and our conclusions. We are therefore satisfied that the Clinical 
Commissioning Group has made proper arrangements for securing economy, efficiency, and 
effectiveness in its use of resources. 
 
  

 

16 September 2021 
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The contents of this letter relate only to the matters which have come to our attention, which we believe 
need to be reported to you. It is not a comprehensive record of all the relevant matters, which may be 
subject to change, and in particular we cannot be held responsible to you for reporting all of the risks 
which may affect the CCG or all weaknesses in your internal controls. This letter has been prepared 
solely for your benefit and should not be quoted in whole or in part without our prior written consent. We 
do not accept any responsibility for any loss occasioned to any third party acting, or refraining from 
acting on the basis of the content of this letter, as this letter was not prepared for, nor intended for, any 
other purpose. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Peter Barber 

Director 
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Appendix A - Draft audit certificate 
 
The audit certificate was delayed pending completion of our value for money work. As we have now 
issued our Auditor’s Annual Report, which includes our commentary on your value for money 
arrangements, we have issued the audit certificate. The wording of the audit certificate is set out below. 
 

Independent auditor’s report to the members of the Governing 
Body of NHS Kernow CCG 

 

In our auditor’s report issued on 14 June 2021, we explained that we could not formally conclude the 
audit and issue an audit certificate for the CCG for the year ended 31 March 2021, in accordance with 
the requirements of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and the Code of Audit Practice, until we 
had: 

 Completed our work on the CCG’s arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and 
effectiveness in its use of resources. We have now completed this work, and the results of our 
work are set out below. 

Opinion on the financial statements 

In our auditor’s report for the year ended 31 March 2021 issued on 14 June 2021 we reported that, in 
our opinion the financial statements: 

 give a true and fair view of the financial position of the CCG as at 31 March 2021 and of its 
expenditure and income for the year then ended;  

 have been properly prepared in accordance with international accounting standards as interpreted 
and adapted by the Department of Health and Social Care Group Accounting Manual 2020 to 2021; 
and  

 have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the National Health Service Act 2006, as 
amended by the Health and Social Care Act 2012. 
 

No matters have come to our attention since that date that would have a material impact on the financial 
statements on which we gave this opinion.  

Report on other legal and regulatory requirements - the CCG’s 
arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its 
use of resources 

Matter on which we are required to report by exception – the CCG’s arrangements for securing 
economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources 

Under the Code of Audit Practice, we are required to report to you if, in our opinion, we have not been 
able to satisfy ourselves that the CCG has made proper arrangements for securing economy, efficiency 
and effectiveness in its use of resources for the year ended 31 March 2021.   

We have nothing to report in respect of the above matter.  

Responsibilities of the Accountable Officer 

The Accountable Officer is responsible for putting in place proper arrangements for securing economy, 
efficiency and effectiveness in the use of the CCG's resources. 
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Auditor’s responsibilities for the review of the CCG’s arrangements for securing economy, 
efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources 

We are required under Section 21(1)(c) of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 to be satisfied 
that the CCG has made proper arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its 
use of resources. We are not required to consider, nor have we considered, whether all aspects of the 
CCG's arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources are 
operating effectively. 

We have undertaken our review in accordance with the Code of Audit Practice, having regard to the 
guidance issued by the Comptroller and Auditor General in April 2021. This guidance sets out the 
arrangements that fall within the scope of ‘proper arrangements’. When reporting on these 
arrangements, the Code of Audit Practice requires auditors to structure their commentary on 
arrangements under three specified reporting criteria: 

 Financial sustainability: how the CCG plans and manages its resources to ensure it can 
continue to deliver its services;  

 Governance: how the CCG ensures that it makes informed decisions and properly manages its 
risks; and  

 Improving economy, efficiency and effectiveness: how the CCG uses information about its 
costs and performance to improve the way it manages and delivers its services. 

We have documented our understanding of the arrangements the CCG has in place for each of these 
three specified reporting criteria, gathering sufficient evidence to support our risk assessment and 
commentary in our Auditor’s Annual Report. In undertaking our work, we have considered whether there 
is evidence to suggest that there are significant weaknesses in arrangements. 

Report on other legal and regulatory requirements – Audit certificate 

We certify that we have completed the audit of NHS Kernow CCG for the year ended 31 March 2021 in 
accordance with the requirements of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and the Code of Audit 
Practice. 

 

Use of our report  

This report is made solely to the members of the Governing Body of the CCG, as a body, in accordance 
with Part 5 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014. Our audit work has been undertaken so that 
we might state to the members of the Governing Body of the CCG those matters we are required to 
state to them in an audit certificate and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we 
do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the CCG and the members of the 
Governing Body of the CCG, as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have 
formed. 

Peter Barber 

 

Peter Barber, Key Audit Partner 

for and on behalf of Grant Thornton UK LLP, Local Auditor 

Bristol 

16 September 2021 

 


