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Executive summary 
 
On 19 March 2021 NHS England and NHS Improvement (NHSEI) released a letter, 
‘Supporting General Practice – Additional £120 million of funding for April-September 
2021.  This letter advised that “It remains a priority to maintain and expand general 
practice capacity to support the ongoing response to COVID-19, tackle the backlog 
of care, and continue to support delivery of the vaccination programme.” It has 
therefore been agreed to “provide further support to general practice at this critical 
moment” by extending the general practice COVID-19 capacity expansion fund for 
the period 1 April to 30 September 2021.  “£120 million of revenue funding will be 
allocated to systems, ringfenced exclusively for general practice, to support the 
expansion of the capacity until the end of September. Monthly allocations will be 
£30m in April and May, £20m in each of June and July and £10m in August and 
September.” 
 
This funding is expected to support further progress on the 7 priority goals: 
 

1. Increasing GP numbers and capacity. 
2. Supporting the establishment of the simple COVID-19 oximetry@home 

model. 
3. First steps in identifying and supporting patients with long COVID-19. 
4. Continuing to support clinically extremely vulnerable patients and maintain the 

shielding list. 
5. Continuing to make inroads into the backlog of appointments including for 

chronic disease management and routine vaccinations and immunisations. 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2021/03/C1216-SUPPORTING-GENERAL-PRACTICE-ADDITIONAL-120m-FUNDING-FOR-APRIL-SEPTEMBER-2021.pdf
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6. On inequalities, making significant progress on learning disability health 
checks, with an expectation that all clinical commissioning groups (CCGs) will, 
without exception, reach the target of 67% by March 2021, and actions to 
improve ethnicity data recording in GP records. 

7. Potentially offering backfill for staff absences where this is agreed by the 
CCG, required to meet demand, and the individual is not able to work 
remotely. 

 
Currently we do not have the confirmed allocation for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. 
However, it is our proposal to deploy this funding at a practice level in the same 
manner as the original £1.53m support at a specified rate per weighted patient in line 
with the timetable of deployment confirmed in the letter.  
 
Practices will be required to sign an updated memorandum of understanding (MOU). 
 
This paper was considered virtually by the primary care operational group (PCOG) 
and the recommendations below were supported. 
 

Recommendations and specific action the PCCC need to take at the 
meeting 
 
The committee is asked to: 
 
1. Consider and agree the proposed model of deployment for the funds for 

supporting general practice as detailed above. 
 

Additional required information  
 
Cross reference to strategic objectives 
☒ Improve health and wellbeing and reduce inequalities 

☒ Provide safe, high quality, timely and compassionate care 

☐ Work efficiently so health and care funding give maximum benefits 

☐ Make Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly a great place to work 

☒ Create the underpinning infrastructure and capabilities critical to delivery 

☒ Commissioning supports COVID-19, recovery plans and long term plan 

expectations 
 
Evidence in support of arguments: NHSEI letter.  
 
Engagement and involvement:  Primary care network (PCN) clinical directors and 
local medical committee. 
 
Communication and/or consultation requirements: PCN clinical directors 
meeting and strategic managers meeting; and GP bulletin. 
 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2020/03/C0828_GP-funding-letter-_second-wave_9novreb.pdf
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Financial implications: National funding identified and deployed to NHS Kernow. 
 
Review arrangements: Review to be undertaken in Q1 2021 to 2022 to confirm 
current achievement against 7 priority goals. 
 
Risk management: Potential risk of not achieving NHS Kernow target of 67% of 
health checks for learning disability patients; ongoing monitoring to be conducted 
and potential clawback of funds. 
 
National policy/ legislation: NHSEI letter. 
 
Public health implications: Ongoing pandemic. 
 
Equality and diversity: No significant equality and diversity issues identified. 
 
Climate change implications: No climate change implications identified. 
 
Other external assessment: This is in line with arrangements by other clinical 
commissioning group across the region. 
 
Relevant conflicts of interest: No conflicts of interest identified. 
 
For use with private and confidential agenda items only 
 
FOI consideration – exemption*: None - item may be published 
 
Qualified/absolute*: None - item may be published 
 
If exemption is qualified then public interest test required. Check to see if the public 
interest in the information being released outweighs the exemption being used and 
record your consideration here to justify inclusion on the private and confidential 
agenda. Note the Information Commissioner states that there is a general public 
interest in transparency. For advice, contact kccg.foi@nhs.net   

mailto:kccg.foi@nhs.net
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